
 

WILL DISHAROON , BISHOP JOHNSON, and ALLEN WATSON mark the boys’ 

completion of confirmation study, which we will celebrate on SUNDAY, MAY 

26, 2019.  Please be with us to give laud and honor to these fine young men as 

they officially join St. John’s! 
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MISSIONS NEWS... 
First, thanks to everyone who contributed 
LENTEN COIN BOXES this season.  As 

always, great support! 
 
God’s Kitchen will be Saturday, May 
18th. As usual, we will be meeting at 
Grace United Methodist around 930.  We 

can use any help we get, whether it is for  
 
-unpacking/setting up     -food prep 
-serving the guests          -cleaning up  

 
If you would like to help, but only can stay 
for part, that is okay by us. We are almost 
always completely done by 1pm. It is a 

great experience for children to help with, 
as well.  
 
We will be cooking Wednesday- i will 

make sure to update everyone with specific 
times for that.  
 
Lastly, we are always in need of 
brownies/cookies to serve for dessert. 

Either bring them with you, leave them at 
SJUMC kitchen (labeled God’s Kitchen) or 
let me know and I can get them from you.  

 
Please let me know if you plan to be 
with us that Saturday, so I can make 
sure via headcount we have enough 
hands.  

 
I cannot thank everyone enough for your 
constant support of our Missions Team 

in our endeavor to help others.  
 
Our congregation never stops amazing 
me with your love and generosity!  
 

MELISSA  BRAGG, 

 MISSIONS CHAIR 

PRAYERS ANSWERED! 

Mr. and Mrs. Lance Ness graciously stepped up to solve our problem 

with changing the paraments!  Now, Jim East could use some strong 

shoulders to complete landscaping and repairs.  VOLUNTEERS? 



MAY VOLUNTEER LAITY DUTIES* 

  DATE        LITURGIST          CHILDREN’S SERMON          NURSERY                            COUNTERS 

5        MICHAEL MADDOX              PAT KERN                     M. RICHARDSON        BILL SIMS, JIM & ANNA  EAST 

12     RITA MILLER                      LORI WHITE NELSON                DARLENE JENKINS             KIM RUARK, JUDI ELLIOTT 

19    SHIRLEY SPAGNOLO                PASTOR KAREN                PAT KERN                    STEVE CAREY, LINDA JONES 

26    BUDDY PENNEWELL  SHIRLEY SPAGNOLO                         RITA MILLER           ED KERN, S. SEXTON, L.MARVEL 

                                                                                                      SUBSTITUTES/ 5TH SUNDAY    PRESTON TAWES, BOB AYOTTE 

*HAVE A CONFLICT ON YOUR VOLUNTEER DAY?   Please find a replacement!                             

  YOUNG PARENTS’ PRAYER   (Happy Mother’s  Day)

Grant me the wisdom to guide them down 

the path that their feet should take. 

For I know that they can never turn back 

and walk those paths with me again. 

Give me the wisdom to guide their feet so 

that someday they’ll be able to walk alone. 

They’re only little once. 

Give me the time I need to enjoy them. 

For I know that after they’re grown, 

I’ll never have another chance to tell stories 

and pretend at those tea parties. 

I’ll never have another chance to watch 

them in a school play or church sing, 

or to see them catch that first fish or hit 

that first home run ball. 

Give me the time in life’s busy schedule to 

have fun with my children. 

They’re only little once. 

Let me be a loving parent. 

Let me correct and not punish, 

explain and not merely scold. 

 

Let me know when to correct, and how often, 

and when it’s best to just look the other 

way. 

Help me be patient and give me a gentle 

hand to mold them into better people. 

They’re only little once. 

Let me be a good teacher and an even better 

example. 

Give me the right words and deeds to teach 

them. 

Grant me the key to unlock their spirits and 

set them truly free. 

For they’re only little one time, 

only innocent and trusting and pliable for a 

space of time, 

one minute in an eternity. 

Let me do my best for them while I have the 

chance.  

Author Unknown

p.2 



From Pastor Karen                                                                   p.3

 

The butterfly is a common symbol of 

resurrection. Out of a seemingly dead 
thing, emerges beautiful new life. Sue 
Monk Kidd in her book When the Heart 
Waits embraces that image but suggests 
that the cocoon is an important spiritual 

image for us as well.  

In its cocoon, the caterpillar has no 

choice but to wait. If a chrysalis is opened 
too soon, the butterfly that emerges is not 

fully formed; its wings cannot carry it in 
flight. When it is given the appropriate 
time, flight seems effortless and the new 

creature is beautiful to behold.  

Our spirits, and our relationship with God 

also need to embrace periods of waiting. 
Before any significant event, Jesus took 

time apart, time to wait on God. Time in 
the wilderness, time in Gethsemane, time 
in the tomb. We too need to wait on God. 

We need to give the Holy Spirit room to 
work within us, to make the changes that 

will allow our spirits to soar and our 
relationship with God to mature.  

But as I read Ms. Monk’s book, I couldn’t 
help but think of the Methodist Church. 
Since the decision of the special General 

Conference, division has just multiplied in 
many areas. Groups are gathering to 

decide what the church will look like going 
forward. Even Bishop Johnson in a panel 
discussion with other leaders said sadly 

that she sees the church splitting in the 
years ahead.  

Many of us who have no say in what 
happens are feeling a little lost, a little 

afraid, and more than a little helpless.  

This is a time to go deep, to engage in 

prayer, to study scripture, to give the Holy 
Spirit room to work. To trust that even 
though we cannot see God at work, God is 

present. Perhaps God will heal the 
divisions within us; perhaps God will show 

us the way forward within a new 
structure.  

Either way, we can trust God’s promise 
never to forsake or abandon us. After this 
time of waiting, we, and the church, will 

emerge, different, but vibrant and alive.  

I am sure this will be a major topic of 

conversation at Annual Conference. If you 
would like to hear what information we 

receive and talk about your feelings on 
everything that is happening, please join 
me on June 9th after church.  

Grace and peace to you all in the name 

of the risen Savior, 

   PASTOR KAREN 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

        THE  FUN  PAGE!                                                           P.4 

“A CHEERFUL HEART 

 IS GOOD MEDICINE!” 

PROVERBS 17:22 

MAY 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Stacy McIntyre 

   Tom Jones 

6 Susan Ledger 

13 Sean Evans 

15 Sue and Hank Ziegler   anniversary 

     Karla and Denny Kramer     anniversary 

17 Benjamin Maddox 

18 Addison Chatham 

19 Stacey and Joe McIntyre anniversary 

20 Louie Richardson 

23 Kelly and Allan Johnson 

26 Doris Bradley 

27  Shirley Sexton 

28 Lou Anne Evans 

     Jayne and Ron Dryden anniversary 

******************************************** 

A bored young man decided life would be more fun if he 

had a pet. 

 

So he went to the pet store and told the owner that he 

wanted to buy an unusual pet. After some discussion, he 

finally bought a talking centipede, (100-legged bug), 

which came in a little white box to use for his house. 

 

He took the box back home, found a good spot for the box, and decided he would start off by taking his new pet to 

church with him. So he asked the centipede in the box, "Would you like to go to church with me today? We will have 

a good time." But there was no answer from his new pet.  

 

This bothered him a bit, but he waited a few minutes and then asked again, "How about going to church with me and 

receive blessings?" But again, there was no answer from his new friend and pet. So he waited a few minutes more, 

thinking about the situation. 

 

The guy decided to invite the centipede one last time. This time he put his face up against the centipede's house and 

shouted, "Hey, in there! Would you like to go to church with me and learn about God?"  

 

This time, a little voice came out of the box, "I heard you the first time! I'm putting on my shoes!" 

A rabbi, priest, and a preacher meet every Monday in a 

coffee shop to talk things over about their spiritual life. 

One day, the priest makes a bet with the other guys that he 

could convert a bear in the woods over to his religion. The 

others nod and say "Yeah, I'll bet we could do it quicker than 

you could!"  

 

So they all agree that the next time they meet, they'll 

share stories about how they were able to convert a bear.  

 

They all end up in the hospital, but the priest is in the best 

shape of all of them. They decide to meet in the rabbi's room.  

 

The priest has his arm in a sling and says, "Yeah, it was 

tough at first, but I was able to dash it with some holy water. 

The next thing I know, it started saying Hail Mary. He's coming 

to mass this Sunday."  

 

The other two clergymen nod in approval, and the preacher 

goes next. The preacher is in pretty bad shape. He's in a 

wheelchair, and he has a concussion, a broken leg, and a 

broken arm. He says "Well, when I finally happened upon it, I 

wrestled that thing to the ground and started beating its head 

with a Bible. So he lunges at me and we tumble down this 

hill into the river where I dunked him seven times. Finally, 

he came to the faith. He'll be coming to church next Sunday."  

 

Both men turn to the rabbi to hear his story. The rabbi looks 

like he got the worst of it. He's in a body cast and there's no 

way he's getting out of bed any time soon. He looks at both 

men and says "Well, I probably should've started with 

something different than circumcision...." 

 



GOD’S ANIMAL KINGDOM ANSWERS SOME AGING QUESTIONS  p.5 

Aging gracefully can present challenges. The animal realm can help.. Just for fun, here are four  examples 

of animal inspiration. Enjoy! 

 1. Tortoises — Take life slow and enjoy 

the ride

Tortoises are one of the most ancient creatures on the 

planet, living up to age 150. With an average speed 

of .17 mph, they’re not winning sprints, but they are highly effective burrowers and have evolved to survive the 

harsh conditions of the desert. They endure. Tortoises may not be what you’d call the sexiest animals around, 

but they teach an important life lesson: Slow and steady wins the race. 

2. Elephants — Share your memories 
Elephants’ brains, the largest among land mammals at about 

10.5 pounds (10 percent of their body weight, vs. a human’s 

2 percent), are complex. They have the ability to grieve and 

elephants have been observed performing burial-like 

ceremonies. Elephants also have excellent problem-solving skills; the well-known example of Asian elephant Bandola 

unhooking the shackles on her feet and then freeing other captive elephants shows a keen intelligence. Scientists have 

found that older elephants are better at making crucial decisions, such as searching for food and protecting the herd from 

predators, because of their remarkable memory. We humans can look to elephants for inspiration to share our lifetime of 

experiences and use our hard-earned knowledge as leaders.

3. Dolphins — Stay true to your friends and family 
 Dolphins are extremely social and form tight-knit groups, called pods, which range from five to hundreds of 

members. These aquatic animals are so loyal that they have been observed staying with sick or injured pod 

members. Their sense of community and altruism exemplifies how we should approach relationships, which 

play a critical role as we age. Older adults tend to lose social connectivity after they retire or as their adult 

children move out of the house or start their own 

family, so it’s vital to maintain close ties 

with friends and family — our pods.  

 

4. Zebras — Own your 

uniqueness 
Each zebra has its own stripe pattern — no two are alike. Researchers hypothesize that zebras’ stripes 

help them hide in the grass, making it difficult for their predators to discern an individual outline to 

attack. Another more 

recent theory is that the 

stripes ward off pesky 

insects. Their unique 

coats set these mammals 

apart looks-wise from all 

other animals, but their 

hides also save them. The human lesson is to be grateful for the skin you’re in. 

https://www.nextavenue.org/blog/7-things-not-worth-stressing-over
https://www.nextavenue.org/article/2014-04/four-funerals-and-wedding-%E2%80%94-one-womans-story
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2008/08/080819-elephants.html
https://www.nextavenue.org/article/2012-06/life-experience-counts-when-searching-new-career
https://www.nextavenue.org/article/2012-06/life-experience-counts-when-searching-new-career
https://www.nextavenue.org/article/2012-01/family-vacations-together-stays-together
https://www.nextavenue.org/blog/happiness-%E2%80%A6-your-answer-here


 

 

 

 
ABBOTT, GREG 

AYOTTE FAMILY 

BAILEY, DAVID 

BARTEMY, TRACIE 

BEASLEY, GEORGE 

BECKER, KEN 

BERMAN, JOEL 

BOUNDS, ROD & Betty 

BROWN, CONNIE 

BROWN, DAVID 

CANTWELL, JUSTIN 

CAREY, GERTIE 

CATHELL, DENISE 

CATHELL, FAYE 

CHALLIS, Jennie & Family 

CHAPMAN, EDDIE 

CONNOR, HAROLD 

COOPER, BOBBIE 

COURPAS, TONY & JOAN 

CULVER, WILLIAM 

DAVIS, BOB 

DENSTON, GARY 

DONNELLY, JODY 

DUFFY, RORY 

DUGGAN, LEROY 

DUMEYER JOYCE 

DUNN, BRENDA BONNEVILLE 

EAST, HENRY 

EDWARDS, MAUREEN 

ELLIOTT, JUDY 

EVERLEIGH, GRAY 

FIELDS, KEITH 

FOGEL, RUTH,  

FORD, JOANNE 

GRIM, BOB Jr.& JUDY  

HALL, KEITH D. 

HAMBLIN, VIRGINIA 

HASTINGS, MICHELLE 

HAWKINS, BETTY 

HEFFRON, Richard & Deborah 

HOFFMAN, CLAIRE 

HOLLINGSWORTH, JUNE 

HOPKINS, LANDON 

JACKSON, DANIEL 

JOHNSON, LOU 

KERN, ED 

KNIPPLE, CONNIE SMITH 

KUSCHEL, WILLIAM 

LANKFORD, DEMA 

LAWRENCE, ROBERT 

LAWTON, PATRICIA 

LEDGER, SUSAN 

LONG, JUDY 

MARSHALL, BONNIE 

McALLISTER, ANNALEE 

McDONALD, CHERYL 

McPHERSON, LYNN 

MILES, ELLEN 

MILLBURN, SYLVIA 

MILLER, DARRYL 

MITCHELL, ROBERT 

MORRIS, MARJORIE 

NELSON, ELEANOR 

PENNEWELL, TOM 

POUNCY, JOHN & DELORES 

REDDISH, STACY 

REESE, CORY 

RENTSCHLER, LYNN 

ROSE, LYNN 

SCOTT, DENNY 

SEATON, ELAINE 

SHANKS, RALPH 

SHIPE FAMILY 

SHORES, MURRAY  

SIMMONS, CAROLYN 

SMITH, BEVERLY 

SMITH, RALPH 

ST. CLAIRE, TAYLOR 

STARK, LINDA 

STEPHENSON, PHIL 

STOCK, GERRY 

STROHEL Family 

SWENSON, ERIN 

TANKERSLEY, JUDY & CARL 

TAYLOR, LARRY 

THOMAS, STACY 

TISINGER, JOAN 

TOADVINE, MARGARET 

TODD, CATHIE REDISH 

TOWNSEND, CLAYTON 

TWIGG, LOU 

VANDEGRIFT, ROGER 

WAGNER, DENISE 

WAKEMAN, JASMINE 

WALSTON, GWEN 

WEILAND, BILL & Chaille 

WEILAND, SHERI 

WESSELS, DONNIE 

WHITE, JULIA 

WIERSBERG, SPENCER 

WILKINS, JANET 

WILLIAMS, MARK 

WOOTEN. GLEN 
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 ~ May 2019 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
  

1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  

 

5  
Worship and 
Sunday 
School 10 am  
Harbor Pointe 
Worship 3 pm  

6  
 

7  
Bible Study  
10 am  

8  
Fellowship 
Lunch Ruby 
Tuesday 
12:30 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12 Mother's Day 
Worship and 
Sunday 
School 10 am  
Harbor Pointe 
Worship 3 pm 

13  
 

14  
Bible Study  
10 am 
 
Bible Study  
6 pm 

15  
Cooking for 
God’s Kitchen 
3 pm 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 God’s 
Kitchen 
 Grace UMC 
9:30 am  

19  
Worship and 
Sunday 
School 10 am  
Administrative 
Board 11:30 
Harbor Pointe 
Worship 3 pm 

20  
 

21  
Bible Study  
10 am 

22  
 

23  
 

24  

 

25  
 

26  
Worship and 
Sunday 
School 10 am  
Reception of 
Confirmands 
into 
Membership  

27 Memorial Day 
 

28  
Bible Study  
10 am 
 
 
Bible Study  
6 pm 
 

29  
 

30  
Annual 
Conference 

31  
Annual 
Conference 

 

 


